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SUBJ: CELEBRATION OP NATIONAL LIBERATION DAY, JANUARY 13, 1974 
REF: LOME 0098 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: THEME OP THIS YEAR'S NATIONAL LIBERATION DAY 
WAS ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL LIBERATION. CELEBRATION WAS 
HIGHLIGHTED BY PRESENCE OP MOBUTU AND EVERY EFPORT WAS 
MADE TOPROTRAY TOGO AS BEING ON SAME SUCCESSFUL PATH TO 
REAL LIBERATION AND APRICAN CULTURAL IDENTITY AS THAT 
BLAZED BY ZAIRIAN PRESIDENT. WIDESPREAD RESISTANCE TO 
"AUTHENTICITY" RESULTED IN LAST-MINUTE PULLBACK FROM 
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PULL APPLICATION OF IT IN TOGO AT THIS TIME. END SUMMARY. 
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1. FROM MOMENT OF PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S ARRIVAL MORNING OF 12 
JANUARY UNTIL HIS DEPARTURE FOR ABIDJAN AND GERMANY (STUTTGART 
AND BADEN-BADEN) ON MORNING 14 JANUARY, HE AND PRESIDENT EYADEMA 
WERE DISPLAYED SIDE BY SIDE IN CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO SHOW THAT 
TOGOLESE REGIME IS FOLLOWING SAME ROAD TO LIBERATION, ECONOMIC 
AND CULTURAL, AS THAT ALONG WIGTNU HAS SO SUCCESSUFULLY 
MARCHED IN ZAIRE. 

2. MINDFUL OF LAST YEAR'S FIASCO, IN WHICH LOMEANS BOYCOTTED 
JANUARY 13 CELEBRATION (BECAUSE "LIBERATION " WAS UNFORTUNATELY 
TIED TO TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF OLYMPIO'S MURDER), EYADEMA SOUGHT 
TO ASSURE FAVORABLE CLIMATE THIS YEAR BY HIS JANUARY 10 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DENUNCIATION OF AGREEMENT WITH PHOSPHATE 
COMPANY AND OF 10 PERCENT WAGE INCREASE. HE ALSO SOUGHT TO MEND 
HIS FENCES WITH CATHOLICS, WHO DISLIKE MOBUTU, AND OTHER CLERGY 
BY POLITELY IF FIRMLY SUGGESTING THEY RESCHEDULE THEIR SUNDAY 
SERVICES TO AVOID CONFLICT WITH PARADE - AND BACKING UP HIS 
REQUEST WITH WELCOME CASH GIFTS TO THOSE COMPLYING. 

3. THROUGHOUT WEEK LEADING UP TO CELEBRATION THERE WERE UN- 
MISTAKABLE SIGNS (REFTEL) THAT EYADEMA MIGHT USE IT TO ANNOUNCE 
AUTHENTICITY MEASURES SIMILAR TO THOSE ADOPTED IN ZAIRE. 

(WHEN I ASKED MAHOR SIVOMEY IF, "WHEN STREET NAMES ARE CHANGED IN 
LOME," WHETHER AVENUE DUISBERG - A LOME TWIN-CITY - WOULD ALSO 
BE CHANGED, SHE REPLIED SERIOUSLY, "NO, WE NAMED IT. " MOBUTU 
HIMSELF REMARKED ABOUT LOME THAT "AT ANY MOMENT I FEEL THAT I 
AM IN SOME PART OF ZAIRE." HE MADE "AUTHENTICITY" KEYNOTE OF 
HIS SPEECH TO TOGOLESE MILITANTS ON 12 JANUARY. SAYING THAT THIS 
WAS WHAT THEY HAD JUST SHOWN HIM, HE WENT ON TO GLORIFY "NEGRO" 
WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS DENIGRATED BY WHITES. PRESIDENT'S INFLUTENTIAL 
DIRECTOR OF CABINET LACLE USED SAME OCCASION FOR CONGRATULATING 
MOBUTU ON RESTORING AFRICA'S ESCUTCHEON, SULLIED BY WHITES, 
THROUGH HIS POLICY OF AUTHENTICITY. TOGO'S LEFTIST INFORMATION 
MINISTER EKLO MADE AUTHENTICITY CENTRAL THEME OF HIS SPEECH, 

SAYING THAT AUTHENTICITY MEANS THAT IN GOING TO MEET THEIR GOD 
AFRICANS MUST TAKE DIRECT FLIGHT, AFRICA-HEAVEN, NO LONGER 
STOPPING IN ROME OR NEW YORK. TO DO SO, HOWEVER, THEIR PASSPORTS 
FOR THIS LONG VOYAGE WILL HAVE TO BEAR AUTHENTIC AFRICAN NAMES. 
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4. EYADEMA DID NOT SPEAK AT THIS AFFAIR OR ON FOLLOWING DAY 
AT LUNCHEON FOR MOBUTU. ONE CREDIBLE REPORT NOW CIRCULATING 
IS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER HUNLEDE, EDUCATION MINISTER MALOU 
(OF ALL MINISTERS THE CLOSEST PERSONALLY TO PRESIDENT), AND 
COMMERCE MINISTER TEVI, ALL THREE OF WHOM HAD REPORTEDLY OPPOSED 
"AUTHENTICITY" ALL ALONG, MANAGED TO CHANGE HIS MIND WITH LAST 
MINUTE APPEAL TO HIM BASED ON THEIR BROAD SOUNDINGS AMONG 
POPULATION, WHOM THEY FOUND GREATLY OPPOSED TO MEASURES 
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ENVISAGED. ONLY TIME WILL TELL WHETHER PRESIDENT'S LAST-MINUTE 
PULLBACK IS DEFINITIVE OR ONLY TACTICAL. 

5. DESPITE EOREGOING, "LIBERATION DAY" WAS DEEINITELY MORE 
SUCCESSFUL THAN IN OTHER YEARS SINCE MY ARRIVAL HERE. PARADE 
CAME OFE REASONABLY WELL AND THERE WAS NO OPEN MOVEMENT AS 
LAST YEAR TO BOYCOTT IT. AS WITH "AUTHENTICITY," CONSIDERABLE 
CONEUSION EXISTED OVER WHICH EVENT WAS BEING CELEBRATED AS 
"NATIONAL LIBERATION DAY," WITH SOME BANNERS CALLING IT ELEVENTH 
ANNIVERSARY (OLYMPIO'S MURDER) AND TOGO-PRESSE DESCRIBING IT 

AS SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY (OE ARMY TAKEOVER). CERTAINLY, PRESIDENT'S 
POPULARITY IS AT A HIGH POINT, ALTER HIS ANNOUNCEMENT OE TWO 
POPULAR ECONOMIC MEASURES. A REMINDER THAT ALL IS NOT FORGIVEN, 
HOWEVER, WASEACT THAT ONCE AGAIN, DURING EARLY MORNING OE 
JANUARY 13, ELOWERS WERE REPORTEDLY LEET NEAR SPOT AT THIS EMBASSY 
WHERE A CERTAIN UNEMPLOYED ERENCH ARMY VETERAN KILLED OLYMPIO 
IN 1963. 

6. WHETHER THIS YEAR'S JANUARY 13 CELEBRATION WAS REALLY AS 
SUCCESSFUL BELOW SUREACE AS IT APPEARED TO BE, EYADEMA WAS 
DEMONSTRABLY IMPRESSED BY IT - SO MUCH SO THAT IT HAS JUST BEEN 
ANNOUNCED THAT INDEPENDENCE DAY, APRIL 27 (A VASTLY MORE POPULAR 
HOLIDAY), WILL BE CELEBRATED THIS YEAR UNDER SIGN OE ZAIRIAN- 
TOGOLESE FRIENDSHIP. MOBUTU IS SAID TO HAVE AGREED TO ATTEND, 

ALONG WITH 350 MPR MILITANTS, INCLUDING LEADING POLITICAL 
EIGURES, ANIMATORS, AND HIGHRANKING ZAIRIAN MILITARY OEEICERS. 
TOGOLESE PARACHUTIST BATALLION, NOW TRAINING IN ZAIRE, WILLI. 
RETURN FOR EVENT. TOGO AND ZIRE WILL, IT SAID, THUS SHOW 

WAY TO AERICAN UNITY, COMMON OBJECTIVE OE TWO PRESIDENTS 
AND POLITICAL PARTIES. 

DICKINSON 
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